
 

Council 

Meeting of 17 December 2020 

Business Unit:  Community and Strategy 
Date Created:  14 December 2020 

Late Item - Event Fund Application - NZ Rural Games Trust 

Purpose 

To present for consideration an Event Funding Application received from the New Zealand Rural Games 
Trust who are seeking financial assistance towards the costs of holding the 2021 Ford Ranger New 
Zealand Rural Games being held in Palmerston North from 12 to 14 March 2021. 

Significance of Decision 

The Council’s Significance and Engagement policy is not triggered by matters discussed in this report. 

Recommendations 

That Council either: 

1 Approve a grant of $20,000 to the New Zealand Rural Games Trust towards the costs 
associated with holding the 2021 Ford Ranger New Zealand Rural Games being held in 
Palmerston North from 12 to 14 March 2021 with $10,000 to be funded from the Event Fund 
and $10,000 to be funded as unbudgeted expenditure from reserves; or 

2 Approve a grant of $10,000 to the New Zealand Rural Games Trust towards the costs 
associated with holding the 2021 Ford Ranger New Zealand Rural Games being held in 
Palmerston North from 12 to 14 March 2021 to be funded from the Event Fund; or 

3 Decline the application for funding from the New Zealand Rural Games Trust towards the costs 
associated with holding the 2021 Ford Ranger New Zealand Rural Games being held in 
Palmerston North from 12 to 14 March 2021. 

 

Report prepared by: 
Janine Hawthorn 
Community Development Adviser 

 
Approved for submission by: 
Brent Limmer 
General Manager - Community and Strategy 

 
 



1 Contribution to the Council Vision and Council Outcomes 

1.1 Relationship to the Council Outcomes that underpin the Council’s Vision: 

Connected, vibrant and thriving Manawatū District – the best lifestyle in New Zealand 

Manawatū District 
protects the natural 
environment through 
stewardship of the 
District’s natural and 
physical resources. 

Manawatū 
District attracts 
and retains 
residents and 
businesses. 

Manawatū District 
develops a broad 
economic base 
from its solid 
foundation in the 
primary sector. 

Manawatū District is 
connected via quality 
infrastructure, 
services and 
technology. 

Manawatū 
District’s built 
environment is 
safe, resilient 
and attractive. 

Manawatū District 
Council is a 
customer-focussed 
and efficient 
organisation. 

      

2 Background 

2.1 In 2016, the Manawatū District and Palmerston North City won the rights to host the 2017 
Hilux New Zealand Rural Games.  The Rural Games had been held in Queenstown for the two 
years prior. 

2.2 The Manawatū District Council entered into a funding agreement with the New Zealand Rural 
Games Trust for the 2017 Hilux New Zealand Rural Games. 

2.3 The success of these games saw the Trust enter into two further funding agreements with 
Council for the 2018 and 2019 games. 

2.4 The agreed level of funding for all three events was $10,000.00 plus GST per annum as well as 
up to $7,000.00 plus GST in kind per annum which went towards traffic management 
assistance and/or permits, consents, licences and ground hire for 2017 and 2018 and for 
communications advice and assistance for 2019. 

2.5 All three events were funded from the Economic Development Opportunities budget. 

2.6 For the 2020 event, the New Zealand Rural Games Trust applied for funding through Council’s 
Event Fund Application process which went to the 5 December 2019 Council meeting for 
consideration. 

2.7 Council approved a grant of $10,000 plus GST as well as up to $2,500 in kind support for the 
2020 Ford Ranger New Zealand Rural Games. 

2.8 Council is now in receipt of an Event Funding Application for the 2021 Rural Games which is 
presented for Council’s consideration. 

3 Discussion and Options considered 

3.1 The Rural Games attracts approximately 40,000 people from all over New Zealand but more 
particularly from the central region covering Manawatū, Wairarapa, Taranaki, Hawkes Bay and 
Taupo. 

3.2 There are over 200 competitors for the Games. 

3.3 There is no charge to attend the Rural Games over the weekend with the Trust making the 
Rural Games as inclusive and wide reaching to the community as possible. 



3.4 The Rural Games feature a number of events and national championships held over the 
weekend with the Trust working closely with all of the Rural Sports Associations in New 
Zealand. 

3.5 The following additional events will be held as part of the 2021 Rural Games: 

• North Island Secondary School Shearing Championship 

• Battle of the Sexes new Tree Climbing Championship 

• Timbersports New Zealand Ladies and Rookies Championship  

• Westpac Agri Futures Day for all secondary schools Year 12 and 13’s in the region to visit 
stands from Fencing New Zealand, Shearing New Zealand, New Zealand Arboriculturists, 
Forestry New Zealand, Beef and Lamb, Dairy New Zealand and Hort New Zealand 

• Clash of the Colleges – 60 teams from secondary schools all over the North Island 

3.6 The Trust is seeking $20,000 from the Manawatū District Council.  They are also seeking 
$80,000 from Palmerston North City Council, $20,000 from Horizons Regional Council and 
$5,000 each from Horowhenua, Rangitikei and Ruapehu District Councils. 

3.7 The Trust has noted that the financial support would give Council: 

• Opportunity to showcase the district to 40,000 predominantly urban people and 
promote the district’s businesses, tourism and lifestyle opportunities 

• Huge exposure to what the district contributes to Agri-food sector, economic 
development and an affordable lifestyle 

• Opportunity to grow the talent pipeline – opportunities for employment in the Agri-
sector 

• Opportunity to showcase the region and its amazing scenic experiences, 13 unique 
villages, authentic Iwi partnerships and innovative businesses 

• Opportunity for youth and job seekers to connect with pathways to employment in the 
rural sector 

3.8 In return the Trust will: 

• Co-design an event in Manchester Square Feilding which could precede the Games – this 
would mean some of the Trust’s people working with the Feilding Farmers Market and 
Feilding and District Promotion Inc so that the business community would benefit from 
such an event 

• Possibility of assisting with Rural Day in October with some of those rural sports that the 
Trust has at the Games – especially the ‘Have a Go’ ones like the egg throwing, the cow 
pat throwing, the digger for children and the tree climbing for children 

3.9 Further, at the actual Games themselves Council would have: 



• A free site to promote the district over the weekend where you can display and promote 
domestic tourism, Agri-tours and many district attractions to a wider public 

• A site at the Westpac Agri Futures expo on the Friday between 9.00 am and 1.00 pm in 
the Square in Palmerston North 

• Free entry to the hospitality tent over the weekend 

• Mayor and Chief Executive invited to the dinner 

4 Operational Implications 

4.1 There are no capital/operating expenditure implications or maintenance costs associated with 
this paper. 

5 Financial implications 

5.1 The amount of funding requested is $20,000. 

5.2 There is currently $10,000 included in the 2020/21 budget which has been specifically tagged 
for the 2021 New Zealand Rural Games. 

5.3 There is currently a balance of $2,255.84 in the Event Fund for the 2020/21 financial year.  
These funds were recently returned to Council from events that had been cancelled as a result 
of Covid-19.  It was intended to tag these remaining funds for the 2021 Matariki Celebrations. 

5.4 There is a further $10,000 included in the 2020/21 budget which has been specifically tagged 
for the 2021 Grand Prix or a similar event. 

5.5 Should Council agree to fund the New Zealand Rural Games Trust to the full amount requested 
of $20,000, Council would need to make a decision on how it intends funding the difference. 

6 Statutory Requirements 

6.1 There are no statutory requirements relating to this paper. 

7 Delegations 

7.1 Council has the authority to make a decision on this matter. 

8 Consultation 

8.1 There is no consultation required. 

9 Cultural Considerations 

9.1 There are no cultural considerations to be taken into account for this paper. 



10 Conclusion 

10.1 The applicant has been able to demonstrate that their application meets the criteria contained 
within the Event Fund Criteria included in the Community Development Policy (copy attached). 

10.2 Council is now being asked to consider and make a decision on the Event Funding Application 
received from the New Zealand Rural Games Trust who are seeking financial assistance 
towards the costs of holding the 2021 Ford Ranger New Zealand Rural Games being held in 
Palmerston North from 12 to 14 March 2021. 

11 Attachments 

• Late Item – Event Fund Application – NZ Rural Games Trust 

• Late Item – Event Fund Criteria 
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INDEPENDENT ASSURANCE PRACTIONER'S REVIEW REPORT 

To the Trustees of The New Zealand Rural Games Trust 

We have reviewed the accompanying annual report of The New Zealand Rural Games Trust 
set out on pages 5 to 16, which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 June 2020, the profit and 
loss statement and the statement of movements in equity for the year ended on that date, and a 
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

Trustees Responsibility for the Annual Report 

The Trustees are responsible on behalf of the entity for: 

(a) Identifying outcomes and outputs, and quantifying the outputs to the extent

practicable, that are relevant, reliable, comparable and understandable, to report in the

statement of service performance;

(b) the preparation and fair presentation of the Annual Report which comprises:

- the entity information;

- the statement of service performance; and

- the statement of financial performance, statement of financial position, statement of

cash flows, statement of accounting policies and notes to the Performance Report in

accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting Accrual (Not-For

Profit) issued in New Zealand by the New Zealand Accounting Standards Board, and

(c) for such internal control as the Trustees determine is necessary to enable the

preparation of the Performance Report that is free from material misstatement,

whether due to fraud or error.

Assurance Practitioner's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on the accompanying annual report. We conducted 
our review in accordance with International Standard on Review Engagements (New Zealand) 
(ISRE (NZ)) 2400, Review of Historical Annual report Performed by an Assurance Practitioner 
who is not the Auditor of the Entity. 

ISRE (NZ) 2400 requires us to conclude whether anything has come to our attention that causes 
me to believe that the annual report, taken as a whole, is not prepared in all material respects 
in accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework. This Standard also requires 
me to comply with relevant ethical requirements. 

Member of Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand 



ABA Audit Limited 

A review of the annual report in accordance with ISRE (NZ) 2400 is a limited assurance 
engagement. The assurance practitioner performs procedures, primarily consisting of making 
enquiries of management and others within the entity, as appropriate, and applying analytical 
procedures, and evaluates the evidence obtained. 

The procedures performed in a review are substantially less than those performed in an audit 
conducted in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand). 
Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion on that annual report. 

Other than in our capacity as assurance practitioner we have no relationship with, or interests 
in, The New Zealand Rural Games Trust. 

Conclusion 

Based on our review, nothing has come to our attention that causes me to believe that this 
annual report does not present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of The New 
Zealand Rural Games Trust as at 30 June 2020 and its financial performance for the year 
ended on that date in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting Accrual 
(NotFor Profit) issued in New Zealand by the New Zealand Accounting Standards Board. 

1st Floor 
178 Hibiscus Coast Highway 
Red Beach 0932 

2 October 2020

4 
Member of Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand 
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Event Fund 

Purpose 

The Event Fund supports events or festivals that are primary of benefit to Manawatū District 
residents and directly contribute to the Community Development Strategy’s vision of “Our 
District offers a high quality of life for all residents”. 

The Event Fund will support events or festivals that align well with at least one of the following 
Community Development Strategy goals: 

• We are a welcoming community 

• Everyone has a sense of belonging and are proud of where they live 

• We value who we are and where we have come from 

• We have creative, cultural and recreational participation in our communities 

• We work together to make our whānau and communities better 

• Tāngata whenua are visible 

• Community success is enabled by quality infrastructure, services and technology 

• Our people and communities feel safe 

• We are guardians (kaitiakitanga) of the natural environment 

• Our people have learning opportunities that enhance their life choices 

• We encourage and enable people to shape their future 

• Our people share their skills and experience with others 

Criteria 

It is preferred that organisations are incorporated societies or trusts, but applications from 
individuals or commercial organisations will be considered. 

The applicant should demonstrate that the event or festival: 

• Contributes to a connected and inclusive district  

• Builds unity and community pride by celebrating the district’s character, diversity and 
individuality through arts and culture 

• Provides opportunities for innovation  

• Is accessible to Manawatu District residents 

• Is not entirely focused on commercial activity 

• Supports Manawatu District Council’s vision, the Community Development Strategy and 
the Economic Development Strategy 

Priority will be given to: 

• Events and Festivals that demonstrate sustainable practices 

• Level of compliance with health and safety 

• Events and Festivals that contribute to achieving at least one of the above listed goals 



• Viability of the proposed event or festival including history of organisation’s capability and 
capacity for delivery  

• Strengthen participation across diverse communities 

• A collaborative approach which operates across more than one sector which enhances 
connections with existing and emerging networks and activities eg community, arts, 
cultures, environmental 

• Events that grow community leadership 

• Compliance with previous reporting requirements 

What can and can’t be funded? 

The Event Fund will fund a wide range of costs integral to holding an event or festival, which 
includes venue hire or hiring of equipment such as seating, marquee, lighting and sound as 
well as marketing, and promotion, health and safety, insurance and transport management 
costs, hospitality costs.  However, it will not fund: 

• Events or festivals where the primary purpose is to fundraise 

• Prizes/Trophies 

• Alcohol 

• Retrospective (funding being applied for following an event or festival) 

Funding Round 

There are three funding rounds per annum for the Event Fund closing 30 June, 30 September 
and 30 March. 

Accountability Requirements 

The conditions of receiving funding are: 

• Manawatū District Council must be acknowledged as a partner and funder and be 
acknowledged as a separate entry within the organisation’s accounts or in the 
organisation’s annual report. 

• An accountability report to be submitted to the Manawatū District Council within two 
months following the event or festival.  The report to include: 

• Operational debrief including venue, signage, safety and the sustainable practices used 

• Media coverage 

• Approximate number of attendees 

• Actual expenditure and income for event or festival 

• Resources that were used including volunteer and staff time 

• The objectives put forward to support your funding application have been realised 

• If the event or festival has the potential to grow 

• The impact on the community if this event or festival was no longer run or scaled back 

 


	Late Item - Event Fund Application - NZ Rural Games Trust
	Late Item - Event Fund Application - NZ Rural Games Trust
	Purpose
	Significance of Decision
	Recommendations


	ATT1 Late Item - Event Fund Application - NZ Rural Games Trust
	ATT2 Late Item - Event Fund Criteria

